Bernstein Artists, Inc.
anagementiPraducianiProject DeeslopmentRepressntasfian

BERNSTEIN ARTISTS NEWSLETTER  me2o

With a new season underway this fall, Bernstein Artists is
proud to launch another edition of our newsletter, complete
with upcoming performances, rave reviews, and all of the lat-
est news for each of our artists. Plus we’re thrilled to intro-
duce a few exciting new projects on the horizon. We look
forward to seeing you at the conferences and to another busy
year...

New for 2008/09! PAMELA
Z is presenting a new work for
the 2008/09 season: GAIJIN.
Pamela Z says about the
piece, “Gaijin is a commonly
used Japanese slang term for
‘foreigner’. It is the (often de-
rogatory) shortened word for
the (neutral) ‘Gaikokujin’,
which literally means ‘foreign-country-person’. During the first
six months of 1999, | lived as a Gaijin. | was in Tokyo on a
residency granted by the NEA and the Japan/US Friendship
Commission. It was a rich and rewarding experience, during
which | learned a great deal. One of the most profound les-
sons was finding out what it is like to truly be an alien in the
place where you live.” Performed by Pamela Z on voice,
processors, samples and BodySynth™, and with Butoh danc-
ers, the music for Gaijin consists of layered, dynamically var-
ied sound works with text derived from PZ's own writing as
well as stories gathered from various people's "foreigner" ex-
periences. The texts are spoken, sung, played as samples,
and projected in the space along with other images. The Bu-
toh movement was developed by Z and the three dancers,
and takes place on various levels, throughout an environment
designed by set designer Lauren Elder, lighting designer
Elaine Buckholtz, and video makers Jeanne Finley and John
Muse. This season has brought PAMELA Z's acclaimed solo
evening Voci to the Washington Performing Arts Society and
to the Chicago Museum of Contemporary Art for the Chicago
Humanities Festival, and included residencies at Earlham
College and Duke University. These followed international
performances of Voci in Budapest, Hungary and Mexico.
Please visit our website at BernsArts.com for more informa-
tion.

New for 2008/09! Bernstein Artists is
thrilled to introduce a brand new project
to our roster this season, DAVID GON-
ZALEZ AND THE POETIC LICENSE
BAND: CITY OF DREAMS. In this pro-
ject, Latin jazz meets spoken word in a
kaleidoscopic multi-media production
exploding with passion, intelligence and
energy. Created and produced by
poet/musician/performance artist David
Gonzalez, City of Dreams brings a quin-
tet of New York’s hottest Latin Jazz mu-
sicians setting Gonzalez's compelling
poetry like a diamond in a mambo/funk music box. Mr. Gon-
zalez' poems and stories start with personal history and cul-
tural identity, then expand to the search for transcendence,
and his mission toward planetary consciousness and compas-
sion. The band heats it up with sacred Yoruba chants,

mambo-flavored house grooves, funk, and metal-tinged rock.
City of Dreams was commissioned by the Clarice Smith Per-
forming Arts Center and developed at La MaMa, ETC, in New
York City. Hispanic Magazine says, “At once cutting, rever-
ential, and deeply insightful, Gonzalez’ words resonate with a
broad audience, while the music keeps hips swaying. City of
Dreams is one of the season’s best.” Available for touring in
2008/09, please contact Bernstein Artists for more informa-
tion.

New for 2008/09! With ABRAHAM INC. klezmer clarinet
virtuoso DAVID KRAKAUER collaborates with one of the
great masters of funk, trombonist FRED WESLEY (known for
his work with James Brown, Bootsy Collins and Parliament
Funkadelic), and beat architect SOCALLED. Add a three-

piece horn section led by Wesley and members of Krakauer's
Klezmer Madness! band and the result is an all-out klezmer-
funk dance party! A sold out concert at Zankel Hall at Carne-
gie Hall in December 2006 marked the first step in this col-
laborative venture which was also a hit at Transmusical de
Rennes — one of the largest rock festivals in Europe, where it
met with a resounding response from the crowds and a rave
review in Le Monde. The launch of both the U.S. tour and CD
release is expected to be at the Apollo Theater in New York
next spring.

New for 2008/09! PROVENANCE: MAYA BEISER with spe-
cial guests Jamey Haddad and Bassam Saba. In this project,
Maya will explore music that is at once far away from her
Western training but very close to her heart and imagination,
a journey to her earliest musical memories. She is commis-
sioning and collaborating with major international composers
to create musical compositions inspired by the Golden Age in
Medieval Spain where Mus-
lims, Christians, and Jews
once lived together, creat-
ing a centuries-long flower-
ing of commerce, culture,
art, and architecture.
Provenance is inspired by
this impossibly panoramic
sweep of human history
and achievement, and by
the glory of a multireligious, multicultural civilization that for-
ever changed the West.  Performing with Maya Beiser in
Provenance will be two Lebanese/American virtuoso players:
Oud and Nay master Bassam Saba and master hand drum-
mer Jamey Haddad. This collaboration promises to be a vir-
tuosic exploration of the ancient sounds of the Mediterranean
through the prism of 21 century global contemporary music
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and that of Maya Beiser’s singing cello. Provenance will have
its New York premiere at Carnegie Hall in NY on October 30
2008, and will tour at major concert venues in the US and
internationally during 2008 and 2009 season. This past sea-
son following the world premiere of her program, Almost
Human, at Zankel Hall last spring, Maya embarked on a na-
tional tour of that evening bringing her to Walker Arts Center,
the Kennedy Center presented by WPAS, Chicago MCA,
Emory University, and On the Boards, among others. The
premiere of Almost Human garnered stellar reviews, as has
her recording of it, released this year on Koch. Says the Bos-
ton Globe, “ With virtuoso chops, rock-star charisma, and an
appetite for pushing her instrument to the edge of avant-garde
adventurousness, Maya Beiser is the post-modern diva of the
cello. Maya is currently performing with violinist/composer
Mark O’Connor in his Double Concerto for Violin and Cello,
already presented with the Nashville Symphony and Signa-
ture Symphony in Tulsa, and the Celebrate Brooklyn Perform-
ing Arts Festival this summer with the Brooklyn Philharmonic.

New for 2008/09! AKOKA
(MESSIAEN REMIX): David Kra-
kauer, Matt Haimovitz and friends
Cellist Matt Haimovitz and clarinetist
David Krakauer have come together
to create a new project centered
around Olivier Messaien's Quartet for
the End of Time. Given that this piece
was composed in a prisoner of war
camp in the midst of tremendous
world upheaval, and that the subject
matter of the quartet describes cata-
clysmic events (the end of time itself),
Haimovitz and Krakauer have created

a program of music surrounding and commenting on this as-

pect of the Messaien. The point of departure is the fact that

the clarinetist Henri Akoka who gave the premiere in the

prison camp, was Jewish. Metaphorically, to focus on

Akoka's story (not literally, but rather

poetically through music) is to bring out

the human aspect of this composition

seen through the "eyes" of one individ-

ual caught up in terrifying events be-

yond his control. Indeed, as the forces

of fundamentalism, intolerance and

violence intensify in today’s world, this

project seems all the more timely. The

Messiaen work is bookmarked be-

tween two new compositions in a way

that “lifts” it out of the polite confines of

a normal chamber music performance.

Krakauer and Haimovitz first devel-

oped this project at the Banff Centre for the Arts in May 2007

where it received an enthusiastic standing ovation.

David Krakauer's KLEZMER MADNESS! had an active
2006/07 touring season with engagements at Emory Univer-
sity, The Philharmonic Society of Orange County and Univer-
sity Society of Ann Arbor among others. The season also
marked the U.S. release of their latest CD, Bubbemeises: Lies
My Gramma Told Me on Label Bleu and distributed by harmo-

nia mundi USA. June 2008 will see Klezmer Madness’ Aus-
tralian debut at the Brisbane Festival.

The dynamic trio 2 FOOT YARD (Carla Kihlstedt, Marika
Hughes, Shahzad Ismaily) has had two successful seasons
with first-time performances at the Clarice Smith Performing
Arts Center, Walker Arts Center, On the Boards, The Flynn
Center for the Performing

Arts, the University of Texas-

Austin, Zeiterion Theatre,

and the Center for Contem-

porary Arts in Boston, among

others. They also had a tre-

mendously well-received first

European tour. Volkskrant

raved about their perform-

ance in Amsterdam noting that the group “created a special
atmosphere at the Bimhuis” with “enchanting and heavy mo-
ments” and that their “accessible songs revealed an extra
dimension by the fragile, sensitive interaction between the
musicians.” 2 Foot Yard also just finished recording a new
CD (release date TBA). Look for performances in 2008/09 at
the Krannert Center, Moab Festival, and UC San Diego as
part of a new ArtPower! Series, The Tentacle Sessions:
"Performance that grabs you and won't let go". The Tentacle
Sessions features young artists who say no to labels and yes
to wild, virtuosic, intensely exciting music. Violin-
ist/vocalist/composer Carla Kihlstedt also premiered a new
work in the spring, commissioned by Alverno College and the
Chicago MCA through NPN. The work, These Necessary
Monsters, is a song cycle based on characters from Borge’s
Book of Imaginary Beings. It will tour in the 2009/10 season.

New for 2008/09! THE PAUL
DRESHER / STEVEN SCHICK PRO-
JECT. Bernstein Artists is proud to
represent this dynamic new
collaboration. As part of his Guggen-
heim Fellowship for 2006-2007 and
with the support of Meet the Com-
poser and additional commissioning
funds from Stanford Lively Arts, Paul
Dresher is creating an evening-length
solo music theater work for percus-
sionist Steven Schick using large-
scale invented musical instruments.

The work will be presented at the Mondavi Center, Stanford

Lively Arts and UC, San Diego. Virtuoso percussionist

Steven Schick has long been bringing considerable theatrical

skills into his performances, and here will

perform on a stage whose every object

and surface is sonically active. The

instruments will combine both traditional

percussion and new large-scale

instruments that Dresher will invent and

build specifically for this composition.

The environment of the new work will

enhance Schick's physical performance

known for its theatricality as much as its

musicality. Steven has always thought

that percussion is as much about the
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movements and performance energies of the player as it was
about the exploration of new sounds. Drawing on Dresher's
long involvement with both theatrical pieces and instrument
building, and with the great tradition in mind of West Coast
composer/instrument builders like Harry Partch, Lou Harrison,
John Cage and Robert Erickson (who was Paul's primary
composition teacher), they propose to extend the latest
percussion sounds, performance aesthetics and instruments
into a new realm of choreographic, sculptural and theatrical
engagement. Now booking for the 2008-09 season.

New for 2008/09! Douglas J. Cuomo’s ARJUNA'S DI-
LEMMA. Composer Douglas J. Cuomo's largest and most
ambitious work to date, Arjuna’'s Dilemma is a staged oratorio
based on the towering Hindu
epic, the Bhagavad Gita.
Containing both sweeping
grandeur and extraordinary
intimacy, the piece is scored
for six vocalists and twelve
instrumentalists and seam-
lessly melds classical, jazz
and traditional Indian musi-
cal idioms. Says Cuomo,
“I've always striven to have
a musical life that can incorporate both the circus and the
sanctuary, that allows me to operate in the deadline oriented
world of television and film as well as the private and
somewhat mystical world of my own devising. Arjuna's
Dilemma is the culmination so far of my exploration of this
private world.” The story: At the battlefield on the eve of the
first conflict of a massive civil war, Prince Arjuna finds himself
in a state of almost paralyzing confusion. He must lead his
army against an enemy that includes family, friends, and
teachers. Unable to justify such violence against his own
people, he turns for guidance to his advisor and charioteer
Krishna, who has not yet revealed himself to be an
incarnation of the most powerful god in the Hindu pantheon.
In the ensuing dialogue, Krishna gradually reveals to Arjuna
the true nature of the universe, in all its splendor and its
horror. This battle between war and the spirit raises integral
questions for our troubled times. Arjuna’s Dilemma is
Produced by Music-Theatre Group and will be at BAM in 2008
as part of the Next Wave Festival.

The Seattle Times calls The Paul

Dresher Ensemble production of

THE TYRANT with John Duykers*

“a tour-de-force—a gripping music

theater piece that is witty, poignant

and wonderfully effective.” Featuring

an unforgettable performance by

tenor John Duykers, with libretto by

Jim Lewis, The Tyrant presents the

internal world of a ruler who, unable

to physically leave his throne out of

fear of being overthrown, is forced to

experience his kingdom entirely

through the medium of sound. The Tyrant followed its suc-
cessful Seattle premiere with a sold-out week-long run of per-
formances at The Cleveland Playhouse, May 2nd - 7th, 2006,

co-presented with the Cleveland Opera. These performances
also garnered rave reviews, including one by Donald
Rosenberg of The Plain Dealer who writes that The Tyrant
“holds its grip through Melissa Weaver's discreet staging,
Tom Ontiveros’ spectral lighting and the seamless union of
Lewis’ pointed, humane libretto and Dresher’s eclectic score.
The music embraces pungent and delicate modernism even
as it teases deftly with anxious waltz figures, menacing
marches and expansive lyricism.” The Tyrant was presented
by CalArts EdgeFest in Berkeley, CA in June 2007 and will be
presented by Chicago Chamber Musicians at the Chicago
Museum of Contemporary Arts in January 2008. *John
Duykers appears courtesy of California Artists Management.

Latin GRAMMY™ winning pian-
ist PABLO ZIEGLER and his
Nuevo Tango Ensemble have
had a busy touring season, with
U.S. dates including University
Musical Society in Ann Arbor,
University of Texas in Austin,
Weber State University, the San
Francisco Jazz Festival and the
Aspen Music Festival, among
others. This marked the first
season of touring for the quintet
with special guest Claudia Acufia The current season also
includes the release of two new CDs by Pablo — one from a
live performance of his Trio at The Bimhuis in Amsterdam, the
other from a live performance at the Jazz Standard with spe-
cial guest Steffon Harris. Upcoming performances will in-
clude Hancher Auditorium, the Kimmel Center, the Gallo Arts
Center and the Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center, among
others. Don't forget to check BernsArts.com for the latest tour
dates.

New for 2008/09! Phil Kline’s JOHN THE REVELATOR, a
mass composed specifically for the acclaimed vocal ensem-
ble LIONHEART, premiered at the World Financial Center in
New York. The evening was

presented by John Schaefer’s

New Sounds Live and aired on

WNYC Radio, which commis-

sioned the piece. This ravishing

new work, which also featured

the string quartet ETHEL, will be

touring beginning with the

2007/08 season, when it will go

to Syracuse, and to Weber

State University where it will be

performed with the Fry Street Quartet. The premiere of John
the Revelator followed a busy season for the ensemble that
included concerts at the St. Louis Art Museum, the Century
Club in New York and a Wisconsin tour under the auspices of
Early Music Now, as well as their annual concert at The Clois-
ters. Look for performances in 2007/08 at the Modlin Center
at the University of Richmond, Brevard College, Corrales and
Sante Fe, New Mexico, and as part of the Great Performers
series at Lincoln Center with Rob Kapilow. The current sea-
son also saw the release of a recording of their new all-
Spanish program, Siglio del Oro on the Koch record label.
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Originally presented in June 2007 on the series Concerts of
Impermanence at the The Rubin Museum of Art in New York,
pianist ANTHONY DE MARE has created an eclectic program
of works chosen in response to the current exhibition, The
Missing Peace: Artists Consider the Dalai Lama , traveling
to museums around the globe over

the next several years. Having gen-

erated enthusiastic responses at its

premiere, MISSING PEACE offers a

compelling series of musical tab-

leaux including works that best re-

flect the Dalai Lama’s aesthetics of

compassion, impermanence, peace

and unity of all things. The program

features the performer’s signature

style of multi-disciplinary perform-

ance and includes a selection of

corresponding visual works from the

exhibition, carefully chosen by Mr.

de Mare, for projection during the concert. The program in-
cludes works by James Mobberly, Laurie Anderson, Meredith
Monk, Anthony Davis and J.S. Bach and Debussy. Now
booking for the 2008/09 season. This season, Anthony par-
ticipated in an exciting week-long residency and performance
of The American Piano at Stanford Lively Arts with Steven
Mayer (Joseph Horowitz, Artistic Director). In demand both
for his virtuosic piano playing as well as his considerable
reputation as a teacher, Tony was also invited for a week-long
residency at the Banff Centre for the Arts followed by another
residency at the University of Missouri, Kansas City -- both
including concerts as well as teaching. Paul Horsley of the
Kansas City Star called Tony's performance "one of the most
courageous local programs in recent history.” In 2008/09,
among Missing Peace and other programs which can be
found at Bernstein Artists web site, Tony will be offering two
tribute concerts: Frederic Rzewski 70th Birthday Tribute: "A
Life - Celebrating a Human Realist® and Jammin' Tigers:
Celebrating Art Tatum and Frederic Rzewski.

FEAR AND LOATHING, an eve-
ning of two song-cycles by com-
poser PHIL KLINE - Zippo
Songs & Fear and Loathing — is
having its first touring season in
2007/08. Says Kline about the
works, “The first, ZIPPO SONGS,
originated when | found out about
poems American Gls scratched
on their lighters in Vietnam. Per-
sonalized poems on the sides of soldiers’ lighters became the
norm. These inscriptions contain a world of emotion that
spoke purely and directly to me without the baggage tag of
political commentary. | saw the poems as a vital little body of
literature and began to think of a way to work with them as
dramatic material, not propaganda. The second, FEAR AND
LOATHING, is a song cycle based on Hunter S. Thompson’s
works, drawing inspiration not only from the “gonzo” classics
which bear that name, but from various essays, letters, and
unpublished personal writings. It is a song-journal of the
American landscape seen with the terrible clarity of x-ray
eyes. The cycle is scored for deep voiced singer and an elec-

tro-acoustic chamber ensemble of violin, guitar, and percus-
sion, all, in the manner of the author, plugged-in and altered.”
Fear and Loathing will feature vocalists Theo Bleckmann and
Wilbur Pauley. Phil's work has been actively commissioned,
as well as praised by critics, with his 2004 CD Zippos Songs
appearing on several “Best of ” lists that year including The
New York Times, Gramophone, Time Out New York, and
Newsday, among others. Most recently David Patrick Stearns
of the Philadelphia Inquirer noted that “Kline has graduated
from "experimental” to "original" - he's one of America's most
important compositional voices.” Upcoming engagements
include the Kimmel Center, Connecticut College, and Flynn
Theater for the Performing Arts, among others.

Photo credits:

PHIL KLINE'S FEAR AND LOATHING: Don Corbin
DAVID GONZALEZ: Enid Farber
PAUL DRESHER: Andrew Constantini
DAVID KRAKAUER: Mako
MAYA BEISER: Merri Cyr
PABLO ZIEGLER: Jana Leon
2 FOOT YARD: Merri Cyr
PAMELA Z: Marion Gray
ANTHONY DEMARE: Stephen Mosher
LIONHEART: Jim Allen

BERNSTEIN ARTISTS announces the update of our website.
BernsArts.com now features digital presskits for each of our
artists and projects. We hope this will make information about
our artists easier to access for presenters and press. The new
digital presskits include audio and video samples of artists’
works, as well as bios, photos, tech riders, program notes and
more for all of your programming and publicity needs. Please
visit BernsArts.com to explore the new features on our
website and let us know what you think.
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