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Akoka: Messiaen (Remix) Program Notes 
 
Personnel: 
 

David Krakauer, clarinet 
Matt Haimovitz, cello 
Socalled, samples 
(Varies), violin 
(Varies), piano 

 (Varies), sound design 
 
 
Program: 
 
Akoka        David Krakauer (b. 1956) 
 
Quatuor pour la fin du Temps (1940-41)   Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 
Liturgie de cristal 
Vocalise, pour l’Ange qui annonce la fin du temps 
Abîme des oiseaux 
Intermède 
Lounge à l’Eternitè de Jésus 
Danse de la fureur, pour les sept trompettes 
Foullis d’arcs-en-ciel, pour l’Ange qui annonce la fin du temps 
Louange à l’Immortalitè de Jésus 
 
Meanwhile (A Messiaen Remix)    Socalled (b. 1977) 
 
 
 
Messiaen Project Notes: 
 
Cellist Matt Haimovitz, clarinetist David Krakauer and beat writer Socalled came together to create a new project 
centered around Olivier Messiaen's Quartet for the End of Time. Given that this piece was composed in a 
prisoner of war camp in the midst of tremendous world upheaval, and that the subject matter of the quartet 
describes cataclysmic events ( the end of time itself ), Haimovitz and Krakauer are interested in creating a 
program of music surrounding and commenting on this aspect of the Messaien. The point of departure is the 
fact that the clarinetist, Henri Akoka, who gave the premiere in the prison camp was Jewish. Metaphorically, to 
focus on Akoka's story (not literally, but rather poetically through music) is to bring out the human aspect of this 
composition seen through the "eyes" of one individual caught up in terrifying events beyond his control. The 
Messiaen work is bookmarked between two new compositions in a way that “lifts” it out of the polite confines of 
a normal chamber music performance.  The 70-minute program, which proceeds without intermission, opens 
with a structured improv composed by David Krakauer with a raw quality that anticipates some of the musical 
gestures that we will hear in the Messiaen which is then performed in its entirety. Immediately following is a 
composition by Canadian hip-hop artist and producer Socalled mixing beats, sequences and samples with the 
acoustic playing of the ensemble including menacing and violent sound images, to comment on and frame the 
turbulence of the Quartet in a contemporary 21

st
 century context.  Indeed, as the forces of fundamentalism, 

intolerance and violence intensify in todays' world, this project seems all the more timely. 
 
 
 
Akoka: Messiaen (Remix) was developed in a creative residency at  The Banff Centre, in Banff Alberta Canada. 

 
David Krakauer is exclusively represented by Bernstein Artists, Inc. 
Matt Haimovitz is exclusively represented by Oxingale Artists 
 


